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Your Turn
Diane Mack
Guest columnist

Transform
“the
jangling
discords of
our nation”
On Aug. 28, 1963, the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr. stood on the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial in Washington,
DC, to say, “I have a dream that one
day this nation will rise up, live out
the true meaning of its creed….With
this faith we will be able to transform
the jangling discords of our nation
into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood.”
On Aug. 28, 2013, seven women
who believed that the ugly discords
of politics can be changed through
the agency of women incorporated
the Institute for Women in Politics of
Northwest Florida as a non-profit organization in the state of Florida.
The founding of our Institute on
the 50th anniversary of King’s historic speech is a coincidence, one that
we were not aware of at the time, but
it is a connection that we cherish. As
we work to achieve a greater presence of women in the seats of public
power, we do so knowing, from local
experience and national events, that
a sufficient number of capable women of good character and independent mind serving on a legislative
body can tame discord and make politics honorable.
It is not an easy mission that we
have set for ourselves. The Institute
is non-partisan, but its directors and
members are individually partisan,
many actively so. It does not engage
in examination or advocacy of issues.
When we come together as members
of the Institute, we put our personal
politics aside so that we may focus on
what brings us together: advancing
women who are interested in civic
and political leadership regardless of
their party affiliation or ideology.
It is, too, an exciting mission as we
recount the successes of the year just
passed and anticipate those of the
election year before us.
Our membership has grown from
seven in 2013 to 74 today. It includes
13 elected or appointed public officials and five former officeholders;
five candidates pre-filed for 2018 and
two former candidates; seven members who work in government, including two legislative aides; educators, business executives and professionals, non-profit executives and
professionals, entrepreneurs, attorneys, retired service members, a physician—and two gentlemen.
In 2017 the Institute organized and
hosted ten networking and education events for members. Many were
also available to guests of members,
and one was open to the public.
Our “Key Connections” events
provide members and their guests an
opportunity to connect with each
other as well as an information component. Last year members heard:
“Upping Your Game through Leadership Florida and Connect Florida”
(January), “Post-Election Insights
from 2016 Women Candidates” (February), “Democrat or Republican,
Party Support Is Key to a Seat in Tallahassee” (March), “Meet the Trailblazers — Women in Office in Escambia, Santa Rosa, and Okaloosa, Present and Past” (August), and “Backstage Pass — Insights from
Northwest
Florida’s
Legislative
Aides” (October).
See MACK, Page 6G

EDITORIAL

Property Appraiser ma
fair case for final appe
At any level of government, citizens
typically aren’t fans of public officials
who spend their hard-earned tax dollars
on attorneys to wage expensive, lengthy
and unproductive legal battles.
Floridians have seen it from the governor, who has cost taxpayers millions
in wrong-headed and losing legal fights.
Citizens of Pensacola have seen it from
the mayor, who has led the city into multiple costly and time-consuming lawsuits.
And recently, some Pensacola Beach
condominium owners have questioned
the amount of taxpayer money used by
Escambia County Property Appraiser
Chris Jones in an ongoing legal dispute
over Pensacola Beach property taxes.
After Florida's First District Court of
Appeal ruled against the county in October and recently upheld its ruling,
Jones said his office will ask the Florida
Supreme Court to overturn the lower
court.
Beach residents and their attorney
have tried to characterize Jones’ decision as yet another example of a government fighting doomed court cases on
the taxpayers’ dime. However, unlike
other examples of wasteful and egocentric public legal struggles, the outcome of this case would affect millions
of dollars for public schools, services
and infrastructure, and therefore, we
believe Jones’ argument carries significant public interest at its core.
And with that long-term, countywide
public interest in mind, Jones sat down
with the PNJ last week and made a
strong case that asking the Florida Supreme Court to weigh in is simply a logical and relatively inexpensive final step
toward a resolution to this long-running
dispute.
Indeed, $1.7 million in legal fees is no
small amount. But Jones offered some

fair context to that sum. Since 2004, Escambia County and the Escambia County School District have received roughly
$200 million in tax revenues from Pensacola Beach. That’s a huge amount of
money for schools and county needs.
While spending $1.7 million on lawyers
isn’t ideal, Jones rightly points out that
it’s a small portion of the overall taxes
collected from the beach.
Jones pointed out that this legal fight
has been a long and convoluted timeline, with costs stretching back over
more than a decade. And despite his office's relatively recent losses, Jones says
the county previously won at multiple
points throughout the years. In that
light, Jones asserts that roughly 70 percent of the $1.7 million in legal costs
were spent defensively. In other words,
it’s unfair and inaccurate to assign the
entire cost of more than a decade of legal work to the property appraiser’s
more recent decisions to appeal.
Jones also said the latest appeal to
the Florida Supreme Court would likely
be the final legal step, and estimated
that it will cost between $5,000 and
$10,000. “The money we would spend
taking this last step is miniscule,” he
said.
He also argued that dating back to
the 1970’s, there have been at least 5
cases before the state Supreme Court
involving taxes on Pensacola Beach.
And according to Jones, in all of them
the high court ruled with the taxing authority. If Jones is correct about that
sort of precedent, it doesn’t appear illogical for the property appraiser to take
the next step in this case.
"No one will be happier than me
when this all over, but we have an obligation to continue," Jones said.
Citizens of Escambia County know
all too well by now that nothing is sim-
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We must rediscover America in
Your Turn
James F. Burns
Guest columnist

The start of a new year is a time for
reflection, projection, and introspection
— looking back, looking ahead, looking
within. An American missionary in India made such an analysis of our nation
over a century ago. His insightful evalu-

ation has been all but buried and obliterated by an avalanche of new-age information, demographic changes, and a
secularized, digitized disconnect with
our past. His three main points are
worth sharing.
1. “Our Pilgrim and Puritan fathers
laid a foundation on which their sons
framed a government that has become
the wonder and envy of statesmen
around the world. The free government
of a free people is no longer an experiment. Planted in weakness, it has grown
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